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What is SMARTech?
• A set of services for the management and 
dissemination of the institution’s digital 
materials.
• An organizational commitment to the 
stewardship of these materials, long‐term 
preservation if warranted, organization, access, 
distribution.
Clifford A. Lynch, Institutional Repositories: Essential Infrastructure for Scholarship in the Digital 
Age, ARL Bimonthly Report 226, February 2003.  http://www.arl.org/newsltr/226/ir.html
A Brief History of SMARTech
• Digital Initiatives formed in January 2003
• ETD pilot Fall 2003 – Required June 2004
• SMARTech launch August 1, 2004
– Concentration on early adopters’ gray 
literature
– Self‐submittal a low priority
Preparation
• Informal survey of campus digital output
and interested parties
• Software survey and study
• Personnel changes
• Creation of partnerships
• Production
• Upgrades, refinements, enhancements
Policies
• Permanent
• Clear copyright / Produced by Georgia 
Tech community
• Sustainable formats
• “Typical” library and archives materials
• Materials not always catalogued
• Metadata
• Library inputs as much as needed
Populating SMARTech
• Began with the idea of self‐submission of 
faculty work 
• Evolved into library submission of digital 
output of campus units and…
• Harvesting from other repositories and…
•Will include library submission of faculty 
work and hopefully…
• Self‐submission of faculty work
Plan of Attack
Library involvement
• Campus ePublications
• Other campus output
• Other campus DSpace implementations
• Individual Faculty Participation
What can be found in SMARTech?
• Technical Reports
• Project Reports
• Newsletters
• Annual Reports
• Working Papers
• Fact Sheets and 
Reference Guides
• Web Pages
• Learning Objects
• Data Sets
• Pre‐/Post‐Prints
• White Papers
• Conference Papers
• Simulations
• ETDs
• ?????
The Library as Aggregator
• SMARTech
– Repository of record for campus
– Serendipitous discovery across disciplines
– Long term access and dissemination
– Portal to other campus repositories
Archivists’ Involvement in SMARTech:
• Repository policies
• Campus outreach
• Publicity
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– Collection policies
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– Preservation strategies
– Access
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Acceptable formats:
• Text
– PDF (.pdf)
– HTML 
– XML
• Images
– PDF (.pdf)
– JPEG (.jpg)
– GIF (.gif)
– TIFF (.tif)
– Adobe Photoshop (.ppd)
• Video
– MPEG (.mpg)
– QuickTime (.mov)
– Streaming video 
applications
• Audio
– MPEG‐2
– MP3
– CD‐ROM/XA
– WAV (.wav)
Archivists’ Involvement in SMARTech:
• Repository policies
– Collection policies
•Traditional archival materials (digital conversion)
– Institutional archives, personal papers, organizational 
records
– Visual materials
– Theses and dissertations
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Archivists’ Involvement in SMARTech:
• Repository policies
– Preservation strategies
•Back‐ups
•Migration
•Metadata
•Participation in research grants
– Access
•24 hours
Archivists’ Involvement in SMARTech:
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– Meet the campus
– Brown Bag/Lunch and Learn programs
– Archivists and subject librarians
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– Education
– Web site
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Archivists’ concerns:
• Repository agenda is no different than 
traditional archival practices:
– Collection
– Preservation 
– Access
Archivists’ concerns:
• Collection
– Scope and research value
– Users
– Rights issues
Archivists’ concerns:
• Preservation and access
– Paper‐based materials
– Digital materials
http://smartech.gatech.edu
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Thank you!
Jody L. Thompson
Department Head, Archives and Records Management
jody.thompson@library.gatech.edu
Catherine M. Jannik
Digital Initiatives Manager
catherine.jannik@library.gatech.edu
